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1 it 
1 • Name of Property 

historic name Palmito Ranch B a t t l e f i e l d 

other names/site number Palmito (or Palmetto) H i l l B a t t l e f i e l d , 41CF93 

2. Location 

street & number South of Highway 4 (Boca Chlca Highway) 

city or town Brownsville 

state Texas code county Cameron 

_nQi not for publication 

0 vicinity 

code 061 zip code 78520 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this K i nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
SI meeja D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
1X1 nationally • sj/^ewide_n^locally. ( • See peptinuation sheet for additional comments.) 

signature of certifying a Date 

State His to r i c Preservation O f f i c e r , Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinioi 
comments 

eet/the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional 

yfrig official/Title 

Fish and W i l d l i f e 
state or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

[Sintered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National 
Register. 

D other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Palmito Ranch B a t t l e f i e l d 
Name of Property 

Cameron County, Texas 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

B private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
13 public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Checl< only one box) 

• building(s) 
• district 
a site 
• structure 
• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

0 11 

2 6 

0 0 

0 0 

2 17 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

D e f e n s e : B a t t l e s i t e 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

A g r i c u l t u r a l / s u b s i s t e n c e : A g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

N / A 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation N/A 

walls N/A 

roof. 

other 

N/A 

N/A 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

See Continuation Sheets 7-1 through 7-3. 
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7 1 Falmito Ranch Battlefleld 
Sfirtion number Page Brownsville, Cameron County, Texas 

Description: 

Palmito Ranch Battlefield lies on a windswept plain at the southmost tip of Texas, 
midway between Brazos Island and Brownsville, on sparse land characterized by marsh and 
chaparral with a few scattered hillocks (See Photographs 1 through 5). The name of the area 
comes from the Palmetto trees that dot the landscape wherever the terrain rises a few feet 
above sea level. Mid 19th century artifacts can be found at the remains of early ranches and 
railroad camps. The south boundary of the battlefield follows the current course of the Rio 
Grande River, while the Highway 4 (Boca Chica Highway) marks the north boundary. The 
west boundary roughly follows a line extending southward from Loma del Muerto to the Rio 
Grande, and the east boundary roughly follows a line extending southward from the westmost 
tip of Verdolaga Lake to a point on the Rio Grande midway between Tarpon Bend and Stell-
Lind Banco No. 128. (See the accompanying map for a thorough depiction of the battlefield 
area.) The area is subject to frequent hurricanes and squalls. Only a few permanent 
buildings are at the periphery of the battlefield, primarily in the vicinity of Palmito Hill. 
Since this portion of south Texas has not been subjected to much development, the battlefield 
remains relatively unchanged, and thus retains its integrity to a high degree. 

Of the major geographic locations associated with the Battle of Palmito Ranch — the 
battlefield. Fort Brown, Brazos Santiago, Matamoros, and Bagdad — only the battiefield 
itself remains relatively unaltered since the battie. Bagdad is now gone, and only the 
archeological features from Brazos Santiago depot remain, while Brownsville has grown to 
engulf Fort Brown and Matamoros has continued to grow. The lack of extensive 
development at the battiefield is due mainly to the unstable nature of both the topography and 
the climate. The battiefield lies on a somewhat barren plain, where the only vegetation 
consists of marsh plants and chaparral. The area's name is derived from the small Palmetto 
trees that appear wherever the landscape rises a few feet above sea level (see Photograph 1). 
The climate is harsh and unpredictable, with extremely wet, stormy winters and hot, humid 
summers. As well the soil is unsuitable for extensive farming, grazing, or building 
development, and thus the battiefield remains remarkably similar in character to the way it 
appeared at the time of the battle. The only significant difference is the course of the Rio 
Grande, which continued to alter its path during the almost 130 years since the time of the 
battie. 


